
 

 

                                               
 

THE TITLE OF THE PROJECT 
TOWARDS INCLUSIVE AND ACTIVE EDUCATION BU YOUNG EUROPEAN STORY 

TELLERS 
 

THE ACTIVITY: WRITING AND PRESENTING A SHORT STORY  

THE TOPIC: EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING 

THE CHARACTERS; 

1. AYŞE: THE STUDENT WHO HAD TO LEAVE THE SCHOOL FOR FAMILY 

MATTERS. 

2. FATMA: AYŞE’S MOTHER 

3. MUSTAFA: AYŞE’S FATHER 

4. BATUHAN: AYŞE’S YOUNGER BROTHER 

5. EREN: AYŞE’S YOUNGER BROTHER 

6. GÜLAY: AYŞE’S FRIEND 

7. AHMET: GÜLAY’S FATHER 

8. EMİNE: AYŞE’S TEACHER AT PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL. 

 

A TOUGH LIFE 

 Ayşe was a little girl born in a small village nearby Kastamonu. She attended primary 

and secondary schools in her village and she was the most brilliant student in her classroom. 

She was always awarded by her teachers for her success. She was a very special student for 

her teacher and she loved her teacher Emine very much because she tried hard to convince 

Ayşe’s parents so that Ayşe could receive university education. Ayşe’s parents did not want 

Ayşe to attend university because they were very poor and they thought they would not be 

able to afford her expenses at the university. 

 

 Ayşe finished the high school in Kastamonu and attended university in the same city. 

She had to work in a little café to earn money to compensate for her expenses at high school. 

The owner of the café belonged to the father of Ayşe’s classmate, Gülay. Gülay came from a 

rich family but she was very modest. She also loved Ayşe very much and sometimes spent the 

weekends with her when she could get permission from the café. The life was hard but 



 

 

enjoyable for Ayşe. She was working and studying hard. She could make a living by herself 

and she was also very successful about her lessons.  

 

 Everything was okay until one day she got some bad news from her family. Her family 

had a car accident while they were going shopping to the city center and her father, Mustafa, 

died in the accident. Her mother, Fatma, and her little brothers, Batuhan and Eren, were badly 

injured. Ayşe was shocked to learn the news and she immediately went to the hospital. She 

could not meet her mother and her brothers as they were getting operations. The next morning, 

she was relaxed to learn that they were all alive. The same day she had to attend the funeral 

of her father and she cried a lot for him. The relatives and friends tried to console her but they 

were not able to. It was the worst day of her life. After the funeral, she went to the hospital and 

talked to the doctors about the conditions of her family. She learnt that her mother would not 

die but it was impossible for her to work anymore. She also learnt that her brothers would 

totally heal in a few months.  

 

 This was bad news for Ayşe because that meant that she had to work full time to earn 

a living for her family as her mother and her brothers, Batuhan and Eren, had to be taken care 

of. She decided to leave university and wanted to work at the same café for full time. Her 

friends were very sad to hear that but they could do nothing as she had to take care of her 

family. Gülay talked to her father Ahmet about the situation of Ayşe and pleaded him to give a 

permanent job to Ayşe at his café. Ahmet was a generous person and he was deeply affected 

by the situation Ayşe. The next day he called Ayşe to his office and he told her that he could 

work at the café part time until she graduates from the school and he said that he would pay a 

full salary to her until then. Ayşe was a proud girl and without thinking she replied that it was 

not possible for her to accept the offer. Ahmet insisted that she accept the offer but she was 

very decided about it. 

 

 Gülay was very upset when she heard the news because Ayşe was one of her best 

friends and she was about to lose her as a classmate. She was also very sad because such a 

brilliant student as Ayşe had to leave university. It was only two years for Ayşe to graduate 

from university and to be appointed as an English Language Teacher. Gülay also insisted that 

Ayşe should admit her father’s suggestion. Ayşe told her that she did not want to put burden 

on anybody and she said that she had to find a permanent job as soon as possible. She also 

said that she did not want anybody to feel sorry for her. Gülay insisted much but at the end 

she gave up. Ayşe left school that semester before the final exams but with the hope of going 

on in the other semester, she did not end her right to receive university education completely.  

 



 

 

 Gülay and Ayşe were also classmates at the primary school and they both knew 

teacher Emine. Gülay thought that teacher Emine could do something for Ayşe. Ayşe was still 

working part time at the café but she was short of money as her brothers started their education 

at the primary school. They had some expenses and Ayşe had difficulty finding money for their 

expenses. Also her mother Fatma had to be taken care of at home as she could not walk on 

her own. Gülay visited teacher Emine at her home one day and explained everything about 

Ayşe. Teacher Emine was deeply sad because Ayşe was her favorite student at school and 

she had tried hard to convince her family to help Ayşe receive education at university. 

 

 Teacher Emine thought she could do something about it. She immediately called Ayşe 

and told her that she wanted to meet her. In the evening, Gülay, Ayşe and teacher Emine met 

at home. Ayşe explained everything and said that she had to leave school to earn a living for 

her family. Teacher Emine told her that there could be another solution to the problem other 

than leaving school. She said that she had a flat in the city center and until Ayşe finished her 

education, she could live in that with her family and she could pay the rent after she started to 

work two years later. In this situation, she said that her brothers could attend a new school in 

the city center. Moreover, she added that it would also be better for her mother as she would 

be able to take better medical treatment in the city center. Ayşe felt a little shy to accept the 

offer but she thought this was the best option for herself and her family. She accepted the offer 

after being silent for a while. 

 

 The next weekend, they cleaned the flat and moved to it by hiring a small truck. The 

flat was small but very close to her school and the café where Ayşe worked. One month later, 

the semester finished and in the second semester, Ayşe enrolled in the school again and chose 

the lessons which she wanted to attend. Ayşe was working at the café in the evenings and 

attending the classes during the daytime. She was dealing with her mother and her brothers 

after her work at the café. She was not able to get brilliant marks as she did in the past but she 

did not fail any of her lessons. Before the exams, Ahmet, the owner of the café, let her leave 

earlier so that she could study with his daughter Gülay. Gülay was Ayşe’s best friend during 

those hard days and she did everthing to help her pass the exams. They studied together and 

sometimes Gülay also helped Ayşe at home. Meanwhile, Fatma, Ayşe’s mother was getting 

better day by day. She could walk by herself without the help of another. Ayşe’s brothers 

Batuhan and Eren also got used to their new schools and they were both brilliant students as 

Ayşe.  

 

 Batuhan and Eren were also taking care of their mother while Ayşe was away. The 

whole family was having hard times because all the responsibility were put on children in 



 

 

family. Batuhan and Eren also wanted to earn money but for such small children, it was 

impossible to find a job and earn money. Anyway, they took good care of their mother at home 

and they played an important role in the process of healing her. They were studying f-hard to 

pass the exams and to be able to attend a good high school. In Turkey, they had to get a good 

grade to attend a good high school and as they knew it, they studied hard. They also learned 

to cook some simple meals to take of themselves and their mother while Ayşe was away. They 

already knew that it was very tiring for Ayşe to do all the things in the family, so they were 

aware of their responsibilities although they were too young to think of such kind of things. 

Ayşe was coming home very late most of the time, but when she came she had many things 

to do. First, she had to be sure that her mother was not hungry and did not need anything. 

Moreover, after taking care of her mother, she had to deal with her brothers’ homework. She 

helped them do their homework. More, she also had to cope with her own lessons. It was really 

a tough life for her. All days, weekends and weekdays were very tiring for her. She had to get 

up very early in the mornings even at the weekends. She prepared the breakfast for her mother 

and her brothers. She also took her brothers to the school and in the evening from the school 

to home.  

 

 At school, she was also very determined and hardworking. As she did not have as much 

free time as her classmates, she also had to study and do her homework during the breaks 

and lunch breaks. All her teachers were deeply affected by her ambition because she was 

making the best use of every minute she spent at school. She always got good grades and her 

homework and project papers were always among the best ones. During the lessons, she 

always tried to be involved in although she had thousands of problems in her private life. She 

was very careful about not missing any of her lessons. She had to read a lot so she had to 

make the best use of her time. While she was working at the café, when there were not any 

customers, she read the book which her teachers assigned her. 

 

 Two years passed very quickly and Ayşe graduated from the university with quite a 

good degree. In the summer after her graduation, she worked at the café during the whole 

summer. With the whole money she earned, she had her mother receive a better treatment in 

a private hospital. Her mother healed faster and she became as healthy as she was before the 

accident. She also found a job at a clothing factory and started to earn enough for the whole 

family. She felt very lucky to have a daughter as Ayşe because she had all the responsibility 

in the hard times and she was very successful dealing with all the problems of the family. But 

anyway, she was very happy that her daughter could finish the university. 

 



 

 

 At the beginning of that year, Ayşe was appointed as an English Langauge Teacher to 

a high school in Kastamonu. Her brothers, Batuhan and Eren also graduated from secondary 

school with great degrees and they won the exam of the best school in Kastamonu. They were 

grateful to their elder sister as she earned money for their expenses. Now they lived in better 

conditions as their mother worked and earned money. They moved to a new house. Ayşe and 

her mother wanted to pay the two-year period rent to teacher Emine but she did not accept it 

as she said she regarded Ayşe as one of her daughters. She was like a mother for Ayşe during 

the hard times and nothing could compensate for what she did for her student Ayşe. Ayşe and 

her mother thanked her a thousand times and they said they would help her in any phase of 

her life whenever she needed help.  

 

 Ayşe got rid of the hard times and she felt very happy to be able to finish her university 

education and find a job as a teacher at a state school. She loved her job and her students 

very much. She got used to the school in a very short time. She explained her life to her 

students to be regarded as a model for them. They listened to her carefully and received quite 

a lot of lessons from them. They understood the importance of educating especially the girls. 

They learned the importance of being helpful to each other. They also learned the importance 

of the ability to cope with the problems which we could encounter during personal and 

educational lives. Ayşe became a role model for many girls in our country. 

 

«««««THE END»»»»» 

 

  

 

"Bu proje T.C. Avrupa Birliği Bakanlığı, AB Eğitim ve Gençlik 

Programları Merkezi Başkanlığınca (Türkiye Ulusal Ajansı, 

http://www.ua.gov.tr) yürütülen Erasmus+ Programı (Hayatboyu Öğrenme 

veya Gençlik Programı) kapsamında ve Avrupa Komisyonu'ndan sağlanan 

hibeyle gerçekleştirilmiştir. Ancak burada yer alan görüşlerden Türkiye 

Ulusal Ajansı veya Avrupa Komisyonu sorumlu tutulamaz." 

 


