
 

 

                                               
 

 

THE TITLE OF THE PROJECT 

TOWARDS INCLUSIVE AND ACTIVE EDUCATION BU YOUNG EUROPEAN STORY 

TELLERS 

 

THE ACTIVITY: WRITING AND PRESENTING A SHORT STORY  

THE TOPIC: EARLY SCHOOL LEAVING 

THE CHARACTERS; 

Gökçe: A student at a high school in Kastamonu 

Mehmet: Gökçe’s father 

Nursu: Art teacher 

Eremnur: Mathematics teacher  

 

AN ARTIST, NOT A SCIENTIST 

 

Gökçe and her family moved to Kastamonu after living in İzmir for 5 years. Mehmet, 

who is Gökçe’s father is a teacher at a high school in Kastamonu. When they moved to 

Kastamonu last year, Gökçe was enrolled to a high school in Kastamonu. Her father Mehmet 

wants her to be a doctor as doctors earn quite a lot in Turkey. But Gökçe does not want to be 

a doctor because she has some other plans for the future. Gökçe likes her school because 

she has many good friends and teachers at school. She hates mathematics but she likes her 

math teacher Eremnur very much, because she is really a good math teacher. Eremnur also 

wants Gökçe to have a good job in the future but she knows that she has some problems with 

math. Math is very important as there are many questions on math in the university entrance 

exam. Gökçe’s father Mehmet and her math teacher Eremnur are keen on convincing Gökçe 

to choose a medical school for the university. However Gökçe knows that she is not good at 

maths and she also does not like math so much. In many of the lessons, she is indifferent to 

what her math teacher Eremnur says and does not listen to her carefully. Eremnur warns her 

in each lesson. Gökçe finds mat lessons very boring and draws pictures on her notebooks 



 

 

instead of listening to the teacher. The situation is more or less the same for the other lessons. 

Gökçe gets very low marks in tests she cannot achieve any of them. Her father Mehmet is 

really worried about it but he has nothing to do. He does not want to accept the reality. He 

visits the school and the teachers every week to get information about his daughter but he 

always hears about bad news except for the art teacher Nursu. 

 

Nursu is an art teacher at the same school and she is also national artist. She has had 

many painting exhibitions all over the country and in some European countries. Nursu thinks 

that Gökçe should be a painter in the future because she thinks she has an extraordinary ability 

about painting. She wants Gökçe to focus on painting and she wants her to have exhibits at 

the local level. Gökçe also wants the same but her family does not let her do it as they want 

her to concentrate on her lessons more. Nursu is insistent that Gökçe can be a worldwide artist 

in the future and she wants to prove this. One day she wants Gökçe to do a painting about a 

famous historical building in Kastamonu. Nursu wants to attend an international contest with 

this painting but she does not want anybody to know it because she is almost sure that Mehmet 

will not allow her to do so. In one week, Gökçe finishes the painting. Nursu takes the painting 

to İstanbul where an international contest will be held. She has to stay in İstanbul for one night 

as the evaluation committee announces that results will be announced the other day. The other 

day, Nursu goes to the conference hall where the results will be announced. She is very excited 

because she knows that the result will change the whole life of a child. 

 

After a short speech, the committee announces the result. First of all, they announce 

the third and the second. And finally Gökçe’s painting is announced as the champion. Nursu 

screams with a great happiness. The reporter wants Gökçe to go to the stage but imstead 

Nursu goes there. She explains why she is not there and tells the whole story to the people 

there. Everybody applauds her eagerly and congratulates her for what she has done for her 

student. 

 

The other day she comes back to Kastamonu with the painting. Meantime, the local 

newspapers have learnt the result and they have already made news about it. Nursu goes to 

school and she also wants Mehmet to come to the school. When he comes, she tells him the 

whole story. Mehmet is really surprised about it because he himself does not expect Gökçe to 

be so good at painting. Eremnur also attends the meeting with Mehmet and Nursu and she 

says she feels sorry for enforcing a student to be what she does not want to be. Mehmet and 

Eremnur accept that it was mistake to expect someone to be good at something that she or he 

cannot achieve. Then they promise that they will not insist that Gökçe should study for the 

lessons that she does not want to. Mehmet also promises that he will let her daughter spend 



 

 

more time on painting and allow her to attend national and international contests to 

demonstrate her ability to everybody. He understands his mistake and says that families should 

not interfere with the decisions of the children about their future. Every person is responsible 

and free to choose what kind of life they will live and this is very important for the main goal of 

life: “being happy”. 

 

Being proud of what she has done, Nursu says the following words about education; 

“Each person is different and matchless on earth. Each of them is born with different skills. Our 

education system creates winners or losers when achievement in life is associated with how 

much one earns. However, we can create winners in different branches. Through education, 

we have to find what is the single subject or area in which one is skilled at. We have to help 

people find the inner and innate capacity that I strongly believe every single person on the 

earth has”. 

 

 

 

«««««««THE END»»»»»»» 
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